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" Why did you tell me you'd been with the boys ? "
Mishatka was dumb for a second, then he raised his eyes,,
and whispered :
" I was afraid you'd be angry. . . ."
" Why should I be angry with you ? No. . . . But what
did she want you for ? What did you do there ? "
" Nothing.   She saw me and shouted :  * Come here ! *
went up to her, she led me into the hut, seated me on a
chair. . . ."
" Well ? " Ilinichna asked impatiently, concealing the
agitation which was mastering her.
"... she gave me cold pancakes to eat, and then she
gave me this." Mishatka pulled a piece of sugar out of his
pocket, showed it proudly, and hid it in his pocket again.
" But what did she say to you ? Did she ask you any-
thing ? "
" She said I was to go and visit her, because she was lonely
all by herself, and she promised to give me a treat. . . .
She said I wasn't to tell anyone I'd been with her.  She said^
you'd be annoyed/'
" Did she ! " Ilinichna uttered, panting with suppressed
indignation. " Well, and did she ask you anything ? "
" Yes."
" Then what did she ask ? Now, tell me, darling; don't
be afraid."
" She asked me whether I missed my daddy. I said I did.
She also asked when he would be coming back and what
news there was of him, but I said I didn't know, and that he
was fighting at the war. Then she seated me on her knee
and told me a fairy story." Mishatka's eyes glittered, and-
he smiled : "It was a nice story! About someone called
Vania, and how swan-geese carried him on their wings, and
about Baba Yaga."
Ilinichna pursed up her lips as she listened to Mishatka's
confession. At the end she said sternly :
" You're not to go there any more, grandson, it isn't
good. And don't take any presents from her, you'd better
not, or your grandfather will hear of it and give you a
whipping. God grant grandfather doesn't find out, for he'd
flay the skin off you. Don't go again, dear child I "
^But, despite the strict prohibition, two days later Mishatka
visited the Astakhovs' hut again, Ilinichna found out about